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The power  o f  Potent ia l  & Oppor tun i ty  

Jeremy DeRoo & Darel Ross II 
LINC Co-Directors 

Central to LINCôs revitalization efforts is the 

belief that all humans are gifted with inherent 

potential. However, in disadvantaged communi-

ties, a lack of opportunity prevents many from 

achieving their full potential. By strategically 

aligning resources and systems, LINC is seeking 

to create life-changing impacts for individuals, 

their families and their community by increasing 

their access to opportunity.  

 LINC remains committed to connecting with 

other organizations and community leaders to 

ensure we are effectively serving our communi-

ty and achieving collective impact in the areas 

of educational achievement, leadership develop-

ment, financial stability, business creation and 

quality housing of choice.  

 Our approach to revitalization is holistic and 

seeks to impact where people live, what they 

make, what they know and who they know. In 

2011 we connected with over 4,000 community 

members and as we begin this new year we are 

striving to take our revitalization efforts to 

scale. In 2012 we are expanding the reach of 

current programs and introducing new pro-

grams and partnerships that will improve access 

to opportunities and further strengthen the 

communities we serve.  

 

 

El poder del potencial y 

de la oportunidad  

Los esfuerzos de revitalización de LINC están fun-

dados en la creencia de que todos los seres huma-

nos tienen el don de un potencial propio.  Sin em-

bargo, sabemos que la falta de oportunidad en 

comunidades desfavorecidas hace que muchos no 

puedan alcanzar su potencial máximo. A través de 

la alineación estratégica de recursos y sistemas, 

LINC busca crear impactos que traigan cambios en 

la vida de los individuos, sus familias y su comuni-

dad, y así proveer mayor acceso a la oportunidad. 

 LINC está comprometida a trabajar con organi-

zaciones y líderes comunitarios para asegurarnos 

de servir a la comunidad efectivamente y alcanzar 

impacto colectivo en las áreas de rendimiento aca-

démico, liderazgo, estabilidad financiera, apertura 

de negocios, y oportunidades de vivienda digna. 

 Nuestro enfoque de revitalización es holístico y 

busca tener impacto donde la gente vive, lo que 

hacen, lo que saben, y a quienes ellos conocen.   

En el 2011, conectamos con más de 4000 miem-

bros de la comunidad, y este año aumentaremos 

esos esfuerzos.  En el 2012, aumentaremos el al-

cance de nuestros programas y colaboraciones que 

conlleven a un mayor acceso a oportunidades y 

sigan fortaleciendo a las comunidades en las que 

trabajamos.  
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LINCôs business incubation ventures are investing in the potential of individual dreams and aspirations to revitalize the local 

business base of the community.  

Through the Neighborhood Engagement work of Believe 2 Become we are relying on the indigenous wisdom of the community 

to lay the plans and carry out the strategies to ensure that all children are successful in school, work and life.  

The LINC Opportunity Center coaches residents and families to realize their potential and walk together to achieve their  

personal and financial goals by connecting them with various resources within the community.  

LINCôs Real Estate Development is committed to providing quality affordable housing options throughout Kent County. The first 

two photos show the before and after of the 1,000th Lead rehabbed house in Grand Rapids. The two photos on the right display 

a before and proposed plans for a project on Godfrey.  
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ñMicro -business on a neighborhood level is definitely going to be the way 

that Michigan comes back.ò 

      Darel Ross, Co-Executive Director 

 

LINC is leading the charge in the creation of micro-business opportunities in Grand Rapids. On 

November 11, the LINC Business Center opened on Madison Ave allowing six entrepreneurs to 

realize their dreams. City Commissioners, State Representatives, Grand Rapids and West Michi-

gan Hispanic Chambers of Commerce all came out to commend the new business owners.    

Dean Wiers-Windemuller is one of the entrepreneurs. Over a year ago, Dean and his wife came to LINC looking to buy a home. 

As a self-employed home based business, homeownership was a major challenge, but after months of working with LINCôs coun-

selor they moved into their new home around the corner from LINCôs office. When LINC opened its business incubator in Novem-

ber, Dean was able to grow his home based business into Southtown Guitar, offering classes, guitar repair and retail. Southto wn 

Guitar allows Dean to live his passion and share a love of music with the community while increasing his household income. 

Dean hopes to establish a scholarship program and offer classes to young students with musical interest and limited resources, 

creating new opportunities for community growth and revitalization.  

Dean is joined by Eric Pichardo & Yarixa Jiminez, owners of Epic Emporium, Israel Johnson, owner of Klipper Kingdom, Kristian 

Grant, owner of Sydneyôs Boutique, Miguel Gonzalez, owner of RaiderTek, and Robert S with WYGR 1530 AM. The eclectic group 

of entrepreneurs is as diverse as they come and all bring a different service or trade to the community. Yet they share a com-

mon thread ï perseverance to overcome obstacles in pursuit of their dreams and the ability to think creatively in an environment  

not so conducive to economic success. 

ñNegocios peque¶os a nivel de vecindario es definitivamente el modo en que 

Michigan regresar§.ò 

      Darel Ross, Co-Executive Director 

 

LINC está al frente de la creación de oportunidades de micro-negocios en Grand Rapids. El 11 de 

noviembre, el Centro de Negocios de LINC abrió en Madison Avenue permitiendo a seis  

empresarios realizar sus sueños. Comisionados de la ciudad, representantes del Estado, y  

cámaras de comercio hispanas de Grand Rapids y de West Michigan vinieron a felicitar a los  

nuevos propietarios de negocios. 

Dean Wiers-Windemuller es uno de los empresarios. Hace un año, Dean y su esposa llegaron a LINC buscando comprar una 

casa.  Como empresario trabajando desde su casa, ser dueño de  casa propia fue un gran reto, pero después de meses de  

trabajo con el consejero de LINC, Dean y su familia se trasladaron a su nuevo hogar a la vuelta de la esquina de la oficina de 

LINC.  Cuando LINC abrió su incubador de negocios en noviembre de 2011, Dean fue capaz de expandir su negocio desde su casa 

y convertirlo en Guitarra de Southtown (Southtown Guitar), ofreciendo clases, reparación y ventas de guitarra. Guitarra de 

Southtown le permite a  Dean vivir su pasión y compartir el amor por la música con la comunidad al mismo tiempo que aumenta 

sus ingresos. Dean espera establecer un programa de becas y ofrecer clases a jóvenes estudiantes que tienen interés musical y 

recursos limitados, creando nuevas oportunidades para el crecimiento de la comunidad y revitalización.  

Dean se une a emprendedores como Eric Pichardo & Yarixa Jiménez, propietarios de Epic Emporium, Israel Johnson, propietario 

de Klipper Reino, Kristian Grant, propietaria de Sydney Boutique, Miguel González, propietario de RaiderTek y Robert S con WYGR 

1530 AM. Este ecléctico grupo de empresarios es diverso por naturaleza y todos traen un servicio diferente o comercio a la co-

munidad. Sin embargo, todos comparten un denominador común: perseverancia para superar los obstáculos en la búsqueda de 

sus sueños y la capacidad de pensar creativamente en un ambiente no tan favorable para el éxito económico. 
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The wisdom wi th in  
To l i ve in  poverty  is  to  surv ive the tes ts  of  l i fe  and 

t ime.  Our  fami l ies  have been forced to  learn  to  do 

wi thou t .  They have exper ienced d isappoin tments  

and setbacks too  many t imes and in  so many d i f -

feren t  ways.  I t  is  no  wonder  why somet imes i t  i s  

hard to  expect  rap id  changes in  a t t i tudes,  behav-

iors o r  bel iefs.  However,  these s t ruggles lend an 

ind igenous w isdom that  cannot  be bought .   

Through the ne ighborhood engagement  work  of  

Be l ieve 2  Become,  we are seek ing to  l i f t  up the 

vo ice o f  the community  and al low the ind igenous 

wisdom of  these fami l ies  to  guide th is movement .  

When asked about  what  st ra teg ies our  parents  can 

use to  help  the ir  ch i ldren  learn  at  home,  Minnie  

Dentmond,  one of  the most  loya l  community par -

ents  in  the Central  Zone sa id,  " I f  you  don' t  know 

how to  read,  te l l  them a s tory about  the images in  

the book."  Now we know that  i l l i te racy is  a  handi -

cap,  but  even then,  parents  can f ind ways to  teach 

the ir  k ids.  Tel l ing k ids a  s tory and us ing complete 

words and sentences is  a  way to  help  bui ld  thei r  

vocabu lary.  M inn ie was r igh t  on.    

Another  commit ted parent ,  Shaunte Paul  sa id,  "We 

read as a  fami ly,  we take tu rns and ask each other  

quest ions to  check whether  or  no t  one o f  us  is  

pay ing at ten t ion ."   This is  ano ther  way no t  on ly  to  

spend fami ly  t ime together ,  but  a lso  to  learn  and 

grow together .  

The Cent ra l  zone is con t inu ing to  gather  and share 

the ir  co l lec t ive wisdom in 2012.  

La sab idur ía endógena 
Viv i r  en  pobreza es  sobreviv i r  las  pruebas de la  v i -

da y del  t iempo.  Nuestras  fami l ias  han s ido  fo rza-

das a aprender  a v iv ir  en  la  nada.   E l los  han pasado 

por  desencantos  y obstácu los   demasiadas veces y 

de d i ferentes  maneras.   Con razón es  d i f íc i l  que 

hayan cambios  rápidos en sus ac t i tudes,  compor ta-

mientos ,  o  c reenc ias .   S in  embargo,  esas luchas le  

han o torgado una sabidur ía endógena que no se 

puede comprar . 

A  t ravés del  t rabajo  de invo lucramiento  comunitar io 

de Creemos y Seremos, buscamos hacer  que la  voz  

de la  comunidad sea escuchada, y  as í permi t i r  que 

la  sabidur ía endógena de es tas fami l ias guíe es te 

movimiento  soc ia l .  

A l  preguntar les  sobre qué es trategias  u t i l izan para 

ayudar  a sus h i jos  a aprender , Minn ie Dentmond,  

una de nuest ras  más lea les  madres en la  Zona Cen-

tral, dijo, ñSi usted no sabe leer, cu®ntele una his-

toria que describa las im§genes en el libro.ò  Sabe-

mos que e l  analfabet ismo es una l im itac ión;  aún 

as í ,  los padres pueden hal lar  maneras de enseñar  a 

sus h i jos .   E l contar les  h is to r ias  y u t i l izar  palabras  

y orac iones completas  es una manera de ayudar les  

a const ru i r  su  vocabu lar io.   Minn ie t iene razón.  

Ot ra madre,  Shaunte Paul dijo, ñNosotros nos reuni-

mos a leer  como fami l ia ,  tomamos turnos y nos ha-

cemos preguntas  para chequear  s i  es tamos prestan-

do atenci·n o no.ò  Esta es otra manera no s·lo de 

pasar  t iempo jun tos  como fami l ia ,  s ino  también de 

aprender  y  c recer  juntos .  

La Zona Centra l  cont inuará reun iéndose y compar-

t iendo su sabidur ía co lect iva en e l  2012. 
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What a  journey!  
As our  team h i t  the ground in  preparat ion  for  the 

f i rst  community  meet ing on  August  26,  2011,  we 

never  imagined the t ransforming journey we would  

exper ience through the Bel ieve 2  Become work  in  

the West  Zone.  The response was overwhelming,  a 

to tal  success.  Over  600 res idents  at tended the 

f i rst  meet ing.  A f ter  a  ser ies  of  

f ive  communi ty  meet ings,  West  

zone paren ts,  ch i ldren  and neigh-

bors  iden t i f ied a  community  goa l ,  

ñChildren are well- r o u n d e d ,  

heal thy,  and prepared to  be suc-

cessfu l  in  l i fe by what  they learn  

at  home,  in  school ,  and in  the 

community,ò as well as four strat-

egies to  meet  that  goal .  

 

The communi ty 's  response to  our  engagement  ef -

for ts has he lped us overcome any fears,  doubts 

and hesi ta t ion ,  i f  they ever  ex isted.   By November,  

we ident i f ied emerging leaders  wi th in the  

 

 

par t ic ipants  who would  now help  carry  out  the 

work  set  for th  by the communi ty.  We are ex treme-

ly  proud and honored to  have created such  space,  

serve such  a  d iverse communi ty,  and in  an  unprec-

edented way,  engage the H ispan ic  communi ty  in  

Grand Rapids. 

 

LINC as a  ne ighborhood engage-

ment par tner  fo r  Be l ieve 2  Become 

now has the honor  of  cont inu ing to  

create the space for  the H ispan ic  

communi ty to  be a t  the table.  Our  

ne igh bo rhood  en ga ge men t  w i l l  

cont inue to  reach out  to  parents,  

to  residents,  to  youth,  and to  lead-

ers  in  the zone to  ensure the vo ice of  the commu-

ni ty  is  heard,  embraced,  and adopted in to  po l ic ies 

and programs that  can create a  bet ter  fu ture for 

fami l ies  and thei r  k ids.   As one o f  our  founders 

put it, ñA movement has been born." And we are 

blessed to a  par t  o f  i t .  

¡Vaya,  que camino!  

Cuando nuest ro  equ ipo comenzó los  preparat ivos 

para la  pr imera reun ión comuni tar ia e l  26 de agosto 

de 2011,  nunca imaginamos e l  camino t ransformador 

que v iv i r íamos a t ravés del  t rabajo  de Creemos y 

Seremos en la  Zona Oeste.   La respuesta fue abru-

madora,  un  éx i to  to ta l .  Más de 600 

res identes   acudieron a la  pr imera 

reun ión.   Después de c inco jun tas 

comuni tar ias ,  los  padres,  h i jos y  ve-

c inos de la  Zona Oeste ident i f icaron 

una meta comunitaria, ñNuestros niños 

están saludables, integrados socialmente y 

preparados para tener éxito en la vida como 

resultado de lo que aprenden en la casa, en la 

escuela y en la comunidad,ò y cuatro es-

trategias  para a lcanzar  esa meta. 

Esa respuesta comuni tar ia  nos ha ayudado a superar  

cualqu ier  temor ,  duda o  vac i lac ión que haya podido 

ex is t i r .  En noviembre,  se lecc ionamos l íderes  emer-

gentes  que desde ahora ayudarán a l levar  adelante 

e l  t rabajo  as ignado por  la  comunidad.   Estamos su-

mamente orgu l losos y honrados de haber  creado ta l 

 

espac io ,  de t rabajar  para una comunidad d iversa,  y 

s in  precedente a lguno,  de  invo lucrar  a la comunidad 

h ispana en Grand Rapids . 

Como co laborador  est ratégico  de Creemos y Seremos 

para e l  invo lucramiento  comuni tar io ,  LINC t iene e l  

honor  de cont inuar  c reando espac ios  para que la 

comunidad h ispana es té presente en 

la  mesa públ ica.  Nuestro equ ipo de 

invo lucramiento  comuni tar io  segu irá 

laborando para contactar  a padres,  a 

res identes ,  a jóvenes,  y  a l íderes   en 

la  zona para asegurarnos de que la 

voz  de la  comunidad sea escuchada, 

adoptada e incorporada en po l í t icas 

y programas que busquen crear  un 

futuro  mejor  para nuestras  fami l ias  y  

sus h i jos .   Tal  como lo  d i jo  uno de los  fundadores de 

Creemos y Seremos, ñHa nacido un movimiento.ò  

Estamos agradec idos de ser  par te de éste. 

En e l  2012,  LINC segu i rá es tablec iendo víncu los  con 

l ideres  y organ izac iones locales  para adelantar  una 

agenda que at ienda a la  comunidad la t ina. 
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Connect ing to  Oppor tun i t ies 
L a v o n d a  M a r t i n e z -

T h o m p s o n  i s  a  s i n g l e 

mother  of  four  ch i ldren  

who enro l led in  the L INC 

Oppor tun i ty  Center  on No-

vember  28,  2011.  Just  pr i -

or  to  her  coming to  L INC, 

M s .  M a r t i n e z- T h o m p s o n 

was forced to  res ign f rom 

her  job because of  inade-

quate chi ldcare. 

With in  th ree weeks,  as  a 

resu l t  o f  her  hard work  

and dedicat ion to  the program, Lavonda was able  

to  secure $15,000 in  f inanc ial  a id,  get  enro l led 

in to  Grand Rapids Communi ty  Co l lege and f ind a  

place where her  son  would  rece ive the type of  

ch i ldcare she sought  fo r  h im.  

 Lavonda ref lected on  her  exper ience,  " I  want -

ed to  go to  schoo l  but  wasn' t  sure how to  do that  

whi le  taking care of  my k ids.  When I  met  wi th 

Ash lee,  she was rea l ly  mot ivat ing and he lped me 

f i l l  ou t  the appl ica t ion  for  school  and the FAFSA. 

Most  p laces that  I  have gone,  they don' t  l ike  you 

to  br ing your  k ids  w i th  you because they are a  dis-

t rac t ion,  bu t  everyone at  LINC was real ly  under -

standing and pat ient  w i th  my son."   

 Lavonda is s tudy ing Cul inary  Management and 

wants  to  own her  own business eventual ly .  "Th is  is 

the year,  I  am making changes and t ry ing to  be 

more pos i t i ve.  One of  my New Years  resolut ions 

was to  s t rengthen the fami ly.  Now we are s i t t ing 

down together  to  eat  dinner  every  n ight .  The k ids 

are real ly  exc i ted.  I  am where I  need to  be. "  

 Lavondaôs story is one that resembles many 

women fac ing obstac les and juggl ing many respon-

sib i l i t ies.  Her s tory is a lso  a t rue testament  that  

hard-work,  encouragement  and connec t ion  to  op-

por tuni t ies  can equ ip  any indiv idua l  to  change 

the ir  l i fe.  

 Personal ized f inanc ial  coaching is  o f fered in  

both  Engl ish and Spanish.  Contac t  Ash lee Cunn ing-

ham at  616.451.9140 for  in format ion  on  how to 

enro l l .  
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