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The power of Poten

Central t o LI NCb6s revi
belief that all humans are gifted with inherent
potential. However, in disadvantaged communi-
ties, a lack of opportunity prevents many from
achieving their full potential. By strategically
aligning resources and systems, LINC is seeking
to create life-changing impacts for individuals,
their families and their community by increasing
their access to opportunity.

LINC remains committed to connecting with
other organizations and community leaders to
ensure we are effectively serving our communi-
ty and achieving collective impact in the areas
of educational achievement, leadership develop-
ment, financial stability, business creation and
quality housing of choice.

Our approach to revitalization is holistic and
seeks to impact where people live, what they
make, what they know and who they know. In
2011 we connected with over 4,000 community
members and as we begin this new year we are
striving to take our revitalization efforts to
scale. In 2012 we are expanding the reach of
current programs and introducing new pro-
grams and partnerships that will improve access
to opportunities and further strengthen the
communities we serve.

tial & Opportunity
ElPpdder deélpotéridaly
de la oportunidad

Los esfuerzos de revitalizacion de LINC estan fun-
dados en la creencia de que todos los seres huma-
nos tienen el don de un potencial propio. Sin em-
bargo, sabemos que la falta de oportunidad en
comunidades desfavorecidas hace que muchos no
puedan alcanzar su potencial maximo. A través de
la alineacioén estratégica de recursos y sistemas,
LINC busca crear impactos que traigan cambios en
la vida de los individuos, sus familias y su comuni-
dad, y asi proveer mayor acceso a la oportunidad.

LINC esta comprometida a trabajar con organi-
zaciones y lideres comunitarios para asegurarnos
de servir a la comunidad efectivamente y alcanzar
impacto colectivo en las areas de rendimiento aca-
démico, liderazgo, estabilidad financiera, apertura
de negocios, y oportunidades de vivienda digna.

Nuestro enfoque de revitalizacion es holistico y
busca tener impacto donde la gente vive, lo que
hacen, lo que saben, y a quienes ellos conocen.
En el 2011, conectamos con mas de 4000 miem-
bros de la comunidad, y este afio aumentaremos
esos esfuerzos. En el 2012, aumentaremos el al-
cance de nuestros programas y colaboraciones que
conlleven a un mayor acceso a oportunidades y
sigan fortaleciendo a las comunidades en las que
trabajamos.

Jeremy DeRace/ Rbss

LINC CoDirectors
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LI NC6s business incubation ventures are investing
business base of the community.

Through the Neighborhood Engagement work of Believe 2 Become we are relying on the indigenous wisdom of the community
to lay the plans and carry out the strategies to ensure that all children are successful in school, work and life.
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The LINC Opportunity Center coaches residents and families to realize their potential and walk together to achieve their
personal and financial goals by connecting them with various resources within the community.
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LI NCo6s
two photos show the before and after of the 1,000th Lead rehabbed house in Grand Rapids. The two photos on the right display

a before and proposed plans for a project on Godfrey.




AMicro -business on a neighborhood level is definitely going to be the way
t hat Michigan comes back. o
Darel Ross, CeExecutive Director

LINC is leading the charge in the creation of micro-business opportunities in Grand Rapids. On
November 11, the LINC Business Center opened on Madison Ave allowing six entrepreneurs ta
realize their dreams. City Commissioners, State Representatives, Grand Rapids and West Mich
gan Hispanic Chambers of Commerce all came out to commend the new business owners.

Dean WiersWindemuller is one of the entrepreneurs. Over a year ago, Dean and his wife came to LINC looking to buy a home.
Asaselfe mpl oyed home based business, homeownership was a majo

selor they moved into their new home around the corner from

ber, Dean was able to grow his home based business into Southtown Guitar, offering classes, guitar repair and retail. Southtown
Guitar allows Dean to live his passion and share a love of music with the community while increasing his household income.
Dean hopes to establish a scholarship program and offer classes to young students with musical interest and limited resources,
creating new opportunities for community growth and revitalization.

Dean is joined by Eric Pichardo & Yarixa Jiminez, owners of Epic Emporium, Israel Johnson, owner of Klipper Kingdom, Kristian
Grant, owner of Sydneyédés Boutique, Miguel Gonzalez, owner
of entrepreneurs is as diverse as they come and all bring a different service or trade to the community. Yet they share a com-
mon thread i perseverance to overcome obstacles in pursuit of their dreams and the ability to think creatively in an environment
not so conducive to economic success.

ANegoci os pequefos a nivel de vecindar i o
Mi chi gan regresar§. 0
Darel Ross, CeExecutive Director

LINC esta al frente de la creaciéon de oportunidades de micro-negocios en Grand Rapids. El 11 de
noviembre, el Centro de Negocios de LINC abri6 en Madison Avenue permitiendo a seis
empresarios realizar sus suefios. Comisionados de la ciudad, representantes del Estado,
camaras de comercio hispanas de Grand Rapids y de West Michigan vinieron a felicitar a lod
nuevos propietarios de negocios.

Dean WiersWindemuller es uno de los empresarios. Hace un afio, Dean y su esposa llegaron a LINC buscando comprar una
casa. Como empresario trabajando desde su casa, ser duefio de casa propia fue un gran reto, pero después de meses de
trabajo con el consejero de LINC, Dean y su familia se trasladaron a su nuevo hogar a la vuelta de la esquina de la oficina de
LINC. Cuando LINC abrié su incubador de negocios en noviembre de 2011, Dean fue capaz de expandir su negocio desde su casa
y convertirlo en Guitarra de Southtown (Southtown Guitar), ofreciendo clases, reparacion y ventas de guitarra. Guitarra de
Southtown le permite a Dean vivir su pasion y compartir el amor por la musica con la comunidad al mismo tiempo que aumenta
sus ingresos. Dean espera establecer un programa de becas y ofrecer clases a jovenes estudiantes que tienen interés musical y
recursos limitados, creando nuevas oportunidades para el crecimiento de la comunidad y revitalizacion.

Dean se une a emprendedores como Eric Pichardo & Yarixa Jiménez, propietarios de Epic Emporium, Israel Johnson, propietario
de Klipper Reino, Kristian Grant, propietaria de Sydney Boutique, Miguel Gonzalez, propietario de RaiderTek y Robert S con W&R
1530 AM. Este ecléctico grupo de empresarios es diverso por naturaleza y todos traen un servicio diferente o comercio a la co-
munidad. Sin embargo, todos comparten un denominador comun: perseverancia para superar los obstaculos en la busqueda de
sus suefios y la capacidad de pensar creativamente en un ambiente no tan favorable para el éxito econémico.
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The wisdom within

To live in poverty is to survive the tests of life and
time. Our families have been forced to learn to do
without. They have experienced disappointments
and setbacks too many times and in so many dif-
ferent ways. It is no wonder why sometimes it is
hard to expect rapid changes in attitudes, behav-
iors or beliefs. However, these struggles lend an
indigenous wisdom that cannot be bought.

Through the neighborhood engagement work of
Believe 2 Become, we are seeking to lift up the
voice of the community and allow the indigenous
wisdom of these families to guide this movement.

When asked about what strategies our parents can
use to help their children learn at home, Minnie
Dentmond, one of the most loyal community par-
ents in the Central Zone said, "If you don't know
how to read, tell them a story about the images in
the book." Now we know that illiteracy is a handi-
cap, but even then, parents can find ways to teach
their kids. Telling kids a story and using complete

words and sentences is a way to help build their
vocabulary. Minnie was right on.

Another committed parent, Shaunte Paul said, "We
read as a family, we take turns and ask each other
questions to check whether or not one of us is
paying attention.” This is another way not only to
spend family time together, but also to learn and
grow together.

The Central zone is continuing to gather and share
their collective wisdom in 2012.

La sabiduria enddgena

Vivir en pobreza es sobrevivir las pruebas de la vi-
da y del tiempo. Nuestras familias han sido forza-
das a aprender a vivir en la nada. Ellos han pasado
por desencantos y obstaculos demasiadas veces y
de diferentes maneras. Con razon es dificil que
hayan cambios rapidos en sus actitudes, comporta-
mientos, o creencias. Sin embargo, esas luchas le
han otorgado una sabiduria endégena que no se
puede comprar.

A través del trabajo de involucramiento comunitario
de Creemos y Seremos, buscamos hacer que la voz
de la comunidad sea escuchada, y asi permitir que
la sabiduria endogena de estas familias guie este
movimiento social.

Al preguntarles sobre qué estrategias utilizan para
ayudar a sus hijos a aprender, Minnie Dentmond,
una de nuestras mas leales madres en la Zona Cen-
tral, di j o, iSi usted n o
toria que describa | as
mos que el analfabetismo es una limitacién; auln
asi, los padres pueden hallar maneras de ensefiar a
sus hijos. EI contarles historias y utilizar palabras

sabaeaol

y oraciones completas es una manera de ayudarles
a construir su vocabulario. Minnie tiene razén.

Otra madre, Shaunte P a u | dij o,
mos a leer como familia, tomamos turnos y nos ha-
cemos preguntas para chequear si estamos prestan-

aprender y crecer juntos.

La Zona Central continuara reuniéndose y compar-
tiendo su sabiduria colectiva en el 2012.
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What a journey!

As our team hit the ground in preparation for the
first community meeting on August 26, 2011, we
never imagined the transforming journey we would
experience through the Believe 2 Become work in
the West Zone. The response was overwhelming, a
total success. Over 600 residents attended the
first meeting. After a series of
five community meetings, West
zone parents, children and neigh-
bors identified a community goal,
AChil dr en arouwnded)
healthy, and prepared to be suc-
cessful in life by what they learn
at home, in school, and in the
communi ty, o as wel
egies to meet that goal.

The community's response to our engagement ef-
forts has helped us overcome any fears, doubts
and hesitation, if they ever existed. By November,
we identified emerging leaders within the

participants who would now help carry out the
work set forth by the community. We are extreme-
ly proud and honored to have created such space,
serve such a diverse community, and in an unprec-
edented way, engage the Hispanic community in
Grand Rapids.

LINC as a neighborhood engage-
¥ ment partner for Believe 2 Become
}%now has the honor of continuing to
i écreate the space for the Hispanic
,community to be at the table. Our

neighborhood engagement will
& continue to reach out to parents,
to residents, to youth, and to lead-
ers in the zone to ensure the voice of the commu-
nity is heard, embraced, and adopted into policies
and programs that can create a better future for
families and their kids. As one of our founders
put it AA movement has b e
blessed to a part of it.

iVaya, que camino!

Cuando nuestro equipo comenzd los preparativos
para la primera reunidon comunitaria el 26 de agosto
de 2011, nunca imaginamos el camino transformador
que viviriamos a través del trabajo de Creemos y
Seremos en la Zona Oeste. La respuesta fue abru-
madora, un éxito total. Mas de 600

residentes acudieron a la primera

reunion. Después de cinco juntasgkﬁdv
comunitarias, los padres, hijos y ve- §
cinos de la Zona Oeste identificaron g
una met a ¢ 0 m WNuestrds aiffos
estan saludables, integrados socialmente y
preparados para tener éxito en la vida como
resultado de lo que aprenden en la casa, en la
escuela y en la comunidad, 0 y cCua
trategias para alcanzar esa meta.

Esa respuesta comunitaria nos ha ayudado a superar
cualquier temor, duda o vacilacion que haya podido
existir. En noviembre, seleccionamos lideres emer-
gentes que desde ahora ayudaran a llevar adelante
el trabajo asignado por la comunidad. Estamos su-
mamente orgullosos y honrados de haber creado tal

espacio, de trabajar para una comunidad diversa, y
sin precedente alguno, de involucrar a la comunidad
hispana en Grand Rapids.

Como colaborador estratégico de Creemos y Seremos
para el involucramiento comunitario, LINC tiene el
honor de continuar creando espacios para que la
comunidad hispana esté presente en

la mesa publica. Nuestro equipo de
involucramiento comunitario seguira

. "I laborando para contactar a padres, a
# residentes, a jovenes, y a lideres en
la zona para asegurarnos de que la
W voz de la comunidad sea escuchada,
| adoptada e incorporada en politicas
y programas que busquen crear un
futuro mejor para nuestras familias y
Tal como lo dijo uno de los fundadores de
y Ser emos, i Ha nac.li

sus hijos.
Cr eemos
Estamos agradecidos de ser parte de éste.

En el 2012, LINC seguira estableciendo vinculos con
lideres y organizaciones locales para adelantar una
agenda que atienda a la comunidad latina.
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Connecting to Opportunities

Lavonda Martinez-
Thompson is a single
mother of four children
who enrolled in the LINC
Opportunity Center on No-
vember 28, 2011. Just pri-
or to her coming to LINC,
Ms. Martinez-Thompson
was forced to resign from
her job because of inade-
quate childcare.

Within three weeks, as a
result of her hard work
and dedication to the program, Lavonda was able
to secure $15,000 in financial aid, get enrolled

into Grand Rapids Community College and find a

place where her son would receive the type of

childcare she sought for him.

Lavonda reflected on her experience, "l want-
ed to go to school but wasn't sure how to do that
while taking care of my kids. When | met with

Ashlee, she was really motivating and helped me
fill out the application for school and the FAFSA.
Most places that | have gone, they don't like you
to bring your kids with you because they are a dis-
traction, but everyone at LINC was really under-
standing and patient with my son."

Lavonda is studying Culinary Management and
wants to own her own business eventually. "This is
the year, I am making changes and trying to be
more positive. One of my New Years resolutions
was to strengthen the family. Now we are sitting
down together to eat dinner every night. The kids
are really excited. | am where | need to be."

Lavondads story i s one t
women facing obstacles and juggling many respon-
sibilities. Her story is also a true testament that
hard-work, encouragement and connection to op-
portunities can equip any individual to change
their life.

Personalized financial coaching is offered in
both English and Spanish. Contact Ashlee Cunning-
ham at 616.451.9140 for information on how to
enroll.
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